
The text below was read about Dick Reynolds as he was recognized with a Spirit Scholarship in 

his name at Canyon Camp on July 17, 2019. 

 

Dan Dick: 

 

Tonight we are recognizing one of Canyon Cam p' s many servant leaders by honoring him with 

the next level of the James E. West Fellowship award. The West Fellowship award is a national 

recognition presented by the local council to individuals who financially invest in their 

endowment fund. A minimum gift of $1,000 qualifies a recipient for a bronze level West 

Fellowship award. More than 55 Canyon Camp alumni and friends have come together and made 

contributions on behalf of one of our co-camp directors to raise him from bronze to silver AND 

silver to gold status. Tonight we recognize co-camp director, Dick Reynolds. 

 

James E. West is recognized throughout the country as the true architect of the Boy Scouts of 

America. Mr. West served as the Chief Scout Executive from 1911-1943. In many ways, Dick 

has been the business architect at Canyon Camp for many decades. Beginning his Scouting 

journey as a member of Troop 97 from Kieler, WI as well as Troop 82 of Platteville, WI Dick 

spent many years as a Scout attending Canyon Camp. In 1980 Dick joined the Canyon Camp 

staff hired under then camp director, Denny Pratt. Dick has served in the dining hall and kitchen 

as an assistant and director, handicraft lodge as an assistant and director, trading post as director, 

camp business clerk, and business manager. In 2006, Dick became co-camp director alongside 

Lee Binkley. 

 

Dick has served Scouting in many other capacities. He has been a committee member and 

chairman or the Blackhawk Area Council camping committee. Dick has served Wulapeju Lodge 

#140, Order of the Arrow as the Lodge Advisor. Additionally, Dick has held many positions on 

the committee of Troop 37 of Rockford, IL and is a long-standing member of the council 

executive board. Dick has been recognized by his peers for his untiring service to Scouting 

having received the Vigil honor, the Founder's Award, and the Silver Beaver award. 

 

Lee Binkley: 

 

Dick is passionate about the growth and development of young people. This is evident through 

the hundreds of students he has taught at St. Peter's Middle School in Rockford and in DeKalb, 

Illinois. Mentoring youth at school and camp has been a big part of Dick's life and career. He has 

been a mentor to countless staff members. Over the years, Dick has received nearly 20 Eagle 

Scout mentor pins and even one father's pin. 

 

As mentioned, more than 55 alumni made gifts in his name tonight in honor of Dick, many due 

to the mentorship he provided to them during their time on camp staff and the continued 

relationship after their time serving on staff. He lives and breathes the Canyon Camp mantra of 

caring for "that little Scout that follows me." 

 



The West Fellowship funds have been designated to support the Spirit Scholarship Endowment 

Fund to support academic scholarships for Canyon Camp staff members. To this end, Canyon 

Camp will award its first Richard J. Reynolds Spirit Scholarship this year, and the earnings from 

the endowment will be used for scholarships in perpetuity. Staff members receiving the Richard 

J. Reynolds Spirit Scholarship will likely be known for concern for others and being detail 

oriented. 

 

Tonight we express GREAT GRATITUDE to Dick Reynolds for his many years of dedicated 

service and contributions to Canyon Camp. 


